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in my office i  am encased in bookshelves which hold an accumulation of literature on
ecology that represents the papers and books over the last 50 years my students enjoy
rummaging through this collection be cause it contains a record of the history of ecology
and is full of sur prises some of the most recent material pertains to landscape ecology a
subject that literally emerged fully active at the veldhoven interna tional congress organized
by the landscape ecologists of the nether lands in 1981 the subject has developed quickly it
has one or more journals which publish short works it has a series of text books and it has
just begun a series on monographs one of the textbooks in land scape ecology is titled
principles and methods in landscape ecology and was written by the italian ecologist almo
farina in 1998 my stu dents like this text especially well because it is direct to the point and
comprehensive farina is on loan much of the time in the present volume almo farina again
addresses the subject of landscape ecology but from a different perspective than he took in
his textbook landscape in action focuses on the application of the princi ples and concepts to
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problem solving the two books make a pair with the first technical and conceptual and the
second applied to problems of land and water at large scale

this book is located within the contemporary discourse of human geography ecology and the
cultural landscape these essays amend earlier anthropocentric perspectives on the conquest
of nature by placing people in symbiosis with their environment and in doing so they seek to
ensure a secure common future for both

from  generation  to  generation  people  experience  their  landscapes  differently  humans
depend on their natural environment it shapes their behavior while it is often felt that deities
responsible for both natural benefits and natural calamities such as droughts famines floods
and landslides need to be appeased we presume that in many societies lakes rivers rocks
mountains caves and groves were considered sacred individual sites and entire landscapes
are often associated with divine actions mythical heroes and etiological myths throughout
human history people have also felt the need to monumentalize their sacred landscape but
this is where the similarities end as different societies had very different understandings
believes and practices the aim of this new thematic appraisal is to scrutinize carefully our
evidence and rethink our methodologies in a multi  disciplinary approach more than 30
papers investigate diverse sacred landscapes from the iberian peninsula and britain in the
west to china in the east they discuss how to interpret the intricate web of ciphers and
symbols in the landscape and how people might have experienced it we see the role of
performance ritual orality textuality and memory in people s sacred landscapes a diachronic
view allows us to study how landscapes were rewritten adapted and redefined in the course
of time to suit new cultural political and religious understandings not to mention the impact
of  urbanism  on  people  s  understandings  a  key  question  is  how  was  the  landscape
manipulated  transformed  and  monumentalized  especially  the  colossal  investments  in
monumental architecture we see in certain socio historic contexts or the creation of an
alternative  humanmade  seemingly  non  natural  landscape  with  perfectly  astronomically
aligned buildings that define a cosmological  order sacred landscapes therefore aims to
analyze the complex links between landscape religiosity and society developing a dialectic
framework that explores sacred landscapes across the ancient world in a dynamic holistic
contextual and historical perspective

this book investigates the concept of human landscape in rural settlements in southern china
where  communities  and  their  cultural  landscapes  are  facing  contemporary  challenges
following a period of rapid urbanization in the last 50 years while metropolitan cities such as
hong kong are experiencing accelerated urban development underpopulated rural villages
are struggling to maintain the cultural  heritage of  their  regions rediscovery of  cultural
landscapes in southern china provides a detailed account into indigenous living cultures in
traditional rural settlements upon natural landscapes beginning with an overview of the
theoretical framework the book presents six unique cases including tai o yim tin tsai lai chi
wo nga tsin wai cangdong and meinong while illustrating a relevant comparison between
hakka and satoyama landscape systems the spectrum of theoretical  and case analyses
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allows  for  a  rethinking  of  the  evolving  cultural  landscape  s  positioning  with  valuable
heritages in the context of a post industrial society the book is written towards reinterpreting
the cultural landscape by conceptualizing the human landscape for scholars practitioners and
students interested in rural cultural conservation and revitalization heritage management
traditional architecture and landscape planning and urban rural development

how do people perceive the land around them and how is that perception changed by
history  this  book  explores  this  question  from  an  anthropological  angle  assessing  the
connections between place space identity nationalism history and memory in a variety of
different settings around the world taking historical change and memory as key themes it is
a broad study that will appeal to a readership across the social sciences contributors from
north america australia new zealand taiwan and europe explore a wide variety of case
studies that includes seascapes in jamaica the solomon islands the forests of madagascar
aboriginal and european notions of landscape in australia place and identity in 19th century
maps and the bogs of ireland contemporary concerns over changing landscapes in papua
new guinea and representations of landscape and history in the poetry of the scottish
borders

european rural landscapes as we experience them today are the result of ongoing processes
and interactions between nature and society these are changing fast the future landscapes
will be different from those we know currently written for academics policy makers and
practitioners this book is the first to explore the complex histories of rural landscapes in
europe as a basis for their sound governance in future tensions between the needs of
agricultural spaces driven by economic incentives and a variety of non agricultural functions
are explored to demonstrate current challenges and the shortfalls in the policies that address
them using inspiring case studies that highlight the roles of regional agents and communities
the authors go further than the usual analyses to illustrate the importance of local context
written by experts currently working to revitalise the rural landscapes of europe the text
concludes with suggestions for improving landscape policy and planning practice

our health is sustained in part by the built landscapes in which we live our lives these
landscapes from bus stops to national park systems influence human health by enabling
some activities and discouraging others by inviting some users while excluding others and by
supporting or antagonizing our physiological and mental processes by designing constructing
and managing built landscapes with the consideration that they are health assets we can
better enlist their full potential in our efforts to combat health crises and promote well being
the sustainable sites initiative sites north america s only widely available sustainability rating
system for built landscapes is uniquely positioned to promote such an elevated awareness of
the health value of built landscapes this thesis examines the sites initiative and reconsiders
its  approach  to  promoting  human  health  through  built  landscapes  offering  several
recommendations  for  improvement  although  sites  incorporates  many  important  health
factors into its rating system as it is currently structured it is possible for a landscape to
achieve sites highest level of certification without earning any of its health focused credits
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the recommendations in this thesis aim to increase the significance and visibility of health
factors in sites assessment one key recommendation is that sites incorporate the concepts of
affordances and enabling landscapes so as to encompass a more holistic and empowering
approach to health

first published in 1986 landscape meanings and values presents a major contribution to the
debate concerning the relationship between theory and practice in landscape analysis and
planning it brings together a number of the most eminent researchers commentators and
practitioners from both the united states of america and britain to pursue the fundamental
meanings  and  values  in  landscape  the  insights  into  the  theory  behind  landscape
management will force a fundamental rethink of the role of landscape architect and land
management academic researchers  will  find the feedback from eminent  practitioners  a
stimulation for more practical research the collection of ideas in the last chapter provides a
unique synthesis of the need for an expansion of study into the fundamental significance of
landscape today this book will be of value to students of geography environmental studies
landscape architecture and land management
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